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NAACP Vision Statement

The vision of the National Association for the Advancement of colored People is to ensure a society in which all individuals have equal
rights and their is no racial hatred or racial discrimination.
NAACP Mission Statement

The mission of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored people is to ensure political, educational, social and economic
equality of all persons and to eliminate racial hatred and racial discrimination.

March is “Women’s History” month and there has been so
many woman to be celebrated. The woman that has broken
barriers in politics is Shirley Chisholm; she was the first Afri-
can American woman to be elected to Congress and the
first African American to run for President. Dorothy B. Mel-
drum was one of the first woman to serve on the Electoral
Board for Chesterfield County representing the Republican
Party. Mary McLeod Bethune was the first woman to es-
tablish a four year secondary school that became an ac-
credited college known as Bethune-Cookman University.
Condoleezza Rice is the first African American woman to
be appointed Secretary of State.

Past Woman in Chesterfield County NAACP

March 1969 Chesterfield County’s Superintendent Roy L.
Alcorn resigned to become Superintendent of the Roanoke
city school system, but before leaving he made major
changes in early education. In 1966 the School Board ap-
proved Dr. Alcorn’s Project Head Start. This program was
under the leadership of Marguerite Friend Christian, a Su-
pervisor of Elementary Education with the help of First Bap-
tist Church of Midlothian. In 1964, Mrs. Christian and vol-
unteers had conducted a successful program for black pre-
schoolers under the leadership of then principal, Elizabeth
Bebbs. With a group effort on a weekend Mrs. Christian
wrote a grant and was later awarded $20,000.00 for the
Head Start program for preschoolers. When Alcorn visited
the program he requested that it be moved from the church
to Midlothian Elementary School. Program Head Start for-
ever changed the education system in Chesterfield County.

Another important part women contributed to the NAACP
was for the Dyer Bill. The bill was the establishment of an
organization that publicized the horrors of lynching and pro-
vided a focus for campaign fundraising. The Anti-Lynching
Crusaders, founded in 1922 under the aegis of the NAACP,
was a women's organization that aimed to raise money to
promote the passage of the Dyer Bill and for the prevention
of lynching in general. "A Million Women United to Stop
Lynching" and their aim was to get one million women to
donate "at least" one dollar each toward the NAACP anti-
lynching campaign.

Marguerite Friend Christian former member of the NAACP
Marguerite Christian Elementary School

Present Woman in Chesterfield County NAACP

Today Mrs. Christian has an elementary school built
in her honor. Marguerite Christian Elementary School is
located 14801 Woods Edge Road Colonial Heights,
Virginia. The school serves 810 students.

Jerome Seldon, former educator, is the first woman
to serve as president of the Chesterfield County
NAACP. While serving as president, 2007-2009, she
opened the doors to visitors such as the County’s Reg-
istrar Lawrence “Larry” Haake. Mr. Haake was ques-
tioned by the NAACP 2008 due to perceived voting
irregularities. Because of Seldon’s ability to view the
organization as intended and her calm manor, that was
used with former students, we are now able to call
upon all County officials when needed in spite of pro-
testing against them with out communicating the is-
sues.

WIN (Women in the NAACP) is an official committee of

women whose purposes are:

® to enhance the leadership role of women

® to serve as an advocacy vehicle for issues affecting
women and children

® to advocate for the positive development of children

® to support the on-going work of the NAACP and
its units, especially civil and cultural activities to
enhance membership
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http://naacp.org/about/history/anti_lynching_bill_background/index.htm
http://www.naacp.org/programs/women/

All meetings arefscheduled for th¢ third Tuesday-of each nfonth
at 7:00 p.m. at First Baptist Church Centralia located. 2920 Y,
Kingsdal¢ Rd. Richmond ;Virgihia=23237.

Woman Advocates of the NAACP
Facts: 1969 The 37th President of the U.S. was

Richard Milhous Nixon
The 60th Governor of Virginia was Mills E. Godwin, Jr.

Stella Johnson

Jerome Seldon
First Female President
Chesterfield County
NAACP

Bessie Moorer

We thank the Chesterfield County Historical Society for volume’s | and Il of the History of Chesterfield from 1607-1989 and Jay Taylor of Chesterfield
County Central Library for suggesting “Don’t Grieve After Me” The Black Experience in Virginia 1619-2005.
Please inform us if you have a piece of interest or any archives that you would like to share.

A Letter From The President of The Chesterfield County Branch of the NAACP
| find the decision rendered from the fatal shooting of Tahliek Taliaferro in Powhatan disturbing. What took place and the pun-
ishment the accusers received, did not translate to justice .

In life as in this incident there is room for growth and an opportunity for lessons to be learned. The lesson learned leads to the
question of how much value do we place on life? The growth as an adult is how much emphasis have we placed on the future of
our youth?

In recent times we came together in the presidential election for a historic change. The murder of Tahliek Taliaferro prompted
citizens of all races to come together once again. We marched peacefully from a local church to the county’s courthouse to demon-
strate our objection to the verdict. The NAACP branches have begun to view our youth as a valued asset and we have begun to
establish relationships with our local officials in order to become proactive in a preserving their future.

Finally, if we weigh the facts and consider the ages of the victim and the accusers then we can see the importance of the African
Proverb “ it takes a village to raise a child”; better yet it takes a community to preserve the civil rights of a community.
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